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The 1897 census gives the state of literacy in the Empire as follows:
Ukraine, 10 to 13 per cent; Armenia, 4-7 per cent; White Russia, 11
per cent; Georgia, 12 per cent; Tataria, 8 to 10 per cent; Uzbekistan,
1 per cent; Chouvashia, 5 per cent; the Mariis, 3 per cent; the Kare-
lians, 10 per cent; the Tadjhiks, 5 per cent; the Yakuts, 5 per cent.
The census defined literacy as the ability to sign one's name. Where
schools did exist, they were attended almost wholly by the children
of Russian officials and settlers. The native—or, as the Russians
termed them, the alien—children were those of well-to-do mer-
chants, landowners, or native chieftains. This allowed free scope
for the play of Russian Imperialism, and exploitation proceeded
unchecked. The one aim with regard to these colonies was to obtain
wealth to be spent in St. Petersburg, and soldiers to fight for the Tsar
and the Empire. The Tsars were well supported in their objects by
the religions of the Empire: Greek Orthodox, Mohammedan, and
Shahman. When the Tsarist officials had taken their share of the
spoils, the priests, the mullahs, the imams, and the Shahmans stepped
in for theirs. These were followed by the local landowner or chieftain,
who levied tribute in his turn. What remained had to keep the
peasant and his family in Uzbekistan, or the hunter and his family in
Yakutsk. It is not surprising, therefore, that between Imperialism at
the centre, landlordism locally, and religion everywhere, the con-
dition of the poor native was deplorable.
Travellers to these backward areas who were either sufficiently
interested or courageous enough to describe conditions as they really
existed were few. The official's business was to keep order, which would
facilitate the collection of taxes, and the merchant's business was to
collect wealth. They were quite uninterested in the natives except as
a source of revenue or wealth. Information from non-Bolshevik
sources about these countries is therefore scanty. Very few of the
political exiles were in a position to study the region to which they
were sent. An exception was Kropotkm. Writing of Siberia in the
Encyclopedia Britannica in 1899, he says, " Education stands at a
very low level. The chief town of every province is provided with a
classical gymnasium where the sons of the local officials prepare for
the xiniversity, and a gymnasium for the girls. , . . The desire of the
local population for real schools is not satisfied.... Primary education
is in a very unsatisfactory state and primary schools are very scarce."
Nansen, in his book Through Siberia, published in 1913, reports
Yostrolin, his Russian fellow-traveller. " He was not very proud of
the condition of his country as regards education, newspapers, and
intellectual interests." He recounts Vostrolin's comparison with an

